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TEAM VISION: 
All children are ready for kindergarten 

Dear Early Childhood 
Educator, 

Your role in preparing our 
community’s youngest 
children for future success 
is invaluable, but you 
can’t do it alone.  That’s 
why the Pre-K Alignment 
Team developed Circle of 
Support.   

It is our hope that you will 
find this guide useful in 
connecting to resources in 
the Nashville community 
to help you provide an 
enriching experience for 
your students. 

Developed by the Pre-K Alignment Team 

 

The Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) Alignment Team brings 
together Metro Nashville Public Schools, Head Start-
Metro Action Commission, and multiple Metro 
Nashville agencies and non-profit organizations serving 
young children. The team uses Pre-K standards to 
ensure consistent content and quality of programs for 
every child, and they work to equip parents and early 
childhood educators to prepare their children for 
success in kindergarten and beyond.  The Pre-K 
Alignment Team also functions as the Advisory 
Council for the State of Tennessee’s Pre-Kindergarten 
program as required of local systems by the state 
legislature. 

The Alignment Nashville Pre-K Team’s vision to 
provide support, up-to-date resources and education to 
parents and early childhood educators to best prepare 
children for success in Metro Nashville Public Schools 
has guided the team through the creation of tools and 
resources to promote kindergarten readiness since its 
inception in 2006.  By partnering with MNPS Pre-K 
and Kindergarten educators, community-based Pre-K 
providers, and other community partners (non-profits, 
business, Metro agencies, and more), the team has 
improved and refined these tools and has created 
additional tools as needs have been identified.   

Circle of Support 
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Aliquam scelerisque 
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Section 1 

Developmental and  

Behavioral Concerns 

o Developmental Resources 
o MNPS Resources / S-Teams, 

Behavior Support 
o Conscious Discipline 
o The Pyramid Model 

All children develop differently. In this section, you’ll find information 
on child development, as well as the resources to guide you when there 
is a concern about a child’s behavioral, social, emotional or cognitive 
development. Please use the resources here as your starting point; we 
have included links and contact information if you need further 
assessment of a child’s development. Children under 3 receive services 
through Tennessee’s Early Intervention System.  Children over the age 
of 3 in Davidson County are referred to Metro Nashville Public 
Schools’ Exceptional Education program.  
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Referral Process to Access Services for Children 
 

Birth through age 2 with Developmental Delays  

Tennessee’s Early Intervention System (TEIS) is a voluntary educational program for 
families with children birth through age two with disabilities or developmental delays. 

The principles of Early Intervention are to: 

• Support families in promoting their child’s optimal development 

• Facilitate the child’s participation in family and community activities. 

• Encourage the active participation of families in the intervention by imbedding 
strategies into family routines. 

*If it is determined that a child would benefit from a TEIS referral, a discussion should 
take place with the family first. If the family agrees to a referral being made please contact 
TEIS. 

To make a referral you may call: 1-800-852-7157 or by emailing Robin.Crutcher@tn.gov 

Additional information can be found at: http://tn.gov/education/early_learning/TEIS.shtml 

 

3-5 years of age with Developmental Delays 

Metro Nashville Public Schools (MNPS) is committed to providing inclusive services to 
students. The district will continue offering highly specialized services to those students 
who need them. 

*If there are concerns regarding a child’s development at age of 3 or older and the child is 
not in a Metro program please contact MNPS Exceptional Education Program. 

To make a referral to MNPS Exceptional Education Program: 

• 3 Years to Pre-school - Contact Child Find at 259-8702 

Additional information can be found at: 
http://www.mnps.org/pages/mnps/Academics/Exceptional_Ed/Where_to_Start/Referral 

 

Section 1: Developmental and Behavioral Concerns 
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Children 3-5 Years of Age who display Intellectually Gifted Characteristics  

To make a referral to MNPS Exceptional Education Program: 

• 3 Years to Pre-school - Contact Child Find at 259-8702 

Additional information can be found at: 
http://www.mnps.org/pages/mnps/Academics/Exceptional_Ed/Disabilities/Intellectually_Gi
fted 

 

Additional Resources: 

Early Head Start and Head Start 

Additional information can be found at: http://www.nashville.gov/Metro-Action-
Commission/Head-Start.aspx 

Section 1: Developmental and Behavioral Concerns 
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Four to Five-Year-Old Speech and Language Development 

  Hearing and Understanding Talking 

• Understands words for order, like first, 
next, and last. 

• Understands words for time, like 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

• Follows longer directions, like "Put your 
pajamas on, brush your teeth, and then 
pick out a book." 

• Follows classroom directions, like 
"Draw a circle on your paper around 
something you eat." 

• Hears and understands most of what is 
said at home and in school. 

• Says all speech sounds in words. May make 
mistakes on sounds that are harder to say, like l, s, r, 
v, z, ch, sh, th.  

• Responds to "What did you say?" 
• Talks without repeating sounds or words most of the 

time. 
• Names letters and numbers. 
• Uses sentences that have more than 1 action word, 

like jump, play, and get. May make some mistakes, 
like "Zach got 2 video games, but I got one." 

• Tells a short story. 
• Keeps a conversation going. 
• Takes in different ways depending on the listener 

and place. May use short sentences with younger 
children or talk louder outside than inside 

 
•  Read stories with easy-to-follow plots. Ask "wh" questions (who, what, when, where, or why) and monitor 

his or her response.  

•  Expand on your child' s comprehension and expressive language skills by playing "I Spy": "I spy something 

round on the wall that you use to tell the time." After your child guesses what you have described, have him or 

her give you clues about something that he or she sees.  

•  Give your child two-step directions (e.g., "Get your coat from the closet and put it on"). •  Play age-

appropriate board games with your child (e.g., "Candyland" or "Chutes and Ladders").  

•  Have your child help you plan and discuss daily activities. For example, have him or her make a shopping 

list for the grocery store, or help you plan his or her birthday party. Ask his or her opinion: "What do you think 

your cousin would like for his birthday? What kind of fruit do we need to buy at the store?" 

For additional information on Speech and Language Development in young children refer to: 
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/45/ 

 

Section 1: Developmental and Behavioral Concerns 
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A Support T
eam (S-team) is a team of school 

personnel that provides behavioral, so
cial, 

emotional, academic and attendance support fo
r a 

designated student.  T
he goal is t

o determine 

what resources are needed in order for that 

student to be successfu
l in the learning 

environment.  
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We recommend that teachers attend 

Conscious Discipline training or 

Pyramid Model training to implement 

some of the strategies provided on 

pages 11 and 12.   
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Section 2 

Building Relationships 
o Families 
o Student Teachers, 

Educational Assistants 
o Service Providers, Volunteers 

and Community Partners 
o Pre-K Family Involvement 

Specialists 

As teachers, we negotiate many relationships each day—with 
coworkers, volunteers, parents, and students.  In this section, 
experienced teachers and administrators offer some helpful tips and 
tools for building positive working relationships with all who make a 
classroom work: educational assistants, parents, volunteers, service 
providers and more.   
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Section 2:  Building Relationships 

Building Relationships with Children 

• Be positive, smile and remember why you do what you do – “for the kids” 
• Welcome each student and their families as they enter your classroom each day 
• Create time to have a conversation with each of your students each day 
• Listen to your students with empathy and genuine interest in what they are saying 
• Take the time to get to know each of your students 
• Be patient as they learn routines, procedures and classroom expectations 
• Play with your students – In a play based classroom the adults are an intricate part of the 

activity in order to guide and facilitate learning 
• Follow through when you tell students that you will do something  
• Be honest and take the time to explain when changes have to occur 
• Give positive, specific feedback to students  

o “You do a dynamite job of…” 
o  “You have really learned how to…” 
o  “You must feel proud of yourself for…” 
o  “Excellent idea for…” 
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Section 2:  Building Relationships 

 

Newsletters are a great way to 
build relationships with 

families!   Pinterest is a fun 
resource for newsletter ideas. 

Submitted by Cathey Pilkinton, Children’s Kindness Network 
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Section 2:  Building Relationships 

Building Relationships with Parents and Families 

• Avoid using education terms parents may 
not know 

• Provide tools – web based and ‘read 
togethers’ 

• Create a plan 
• Be empathetic 
• Make time to talk and take notes 
• Share ideas 
• Don’t get defensive 

• Don’t expect a quick fix 
• Begin and end with a positive 

statement 
• Provide positive ways to help their 

child 
• Listen 
• List improvements to be made 
• Thank them 
• Follow up with parents and decisions 

made  

• Remember: students are learning new 
practices and ideas 

• Listen / guide 
• Be a sounding board 
• Be flexible 
• Appreciate little and big things 
• We all learn from mistakes 
• Include in planning, grading, bulletin 

boards and tutoring 

• Give feedback, ideas on lessons and 
behavior 

• Be honest 
• Be tactful 
• Be polite 
• Know your expectations 
• Communicate 
• Be a leader 

• Communicate – be clear and specific 
• Discuss lesson plans and expectations 
• Expect class interaction 
• Build rapport 
• Create a good working environment 

• Give feedback 
• See the bigger picture 
• Conduct regular meetings 
• Team teach 
• Build a professional relationship 

Submitted by Cathey Pilkinton, Children’s Kindness Network 

Building Relationships with Student Teachers 

Building Relationships with Educational Assistants 
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Section 2:  Building Relationships 

• Be sure you know in advance who will be sending the service provider, the provider’s name 
and the expectations of the initial visit. 

• Welcome the service provider to your center or site by providing a tour and a brief meeting to 
hear about the service provided and to which student. 

• Verify credentials of the provider and verify parent permission for the service being provided. 
• To the degree possible, begin and maintain open communication with the provider – ask 

questions, share information, offer support and participation. 

 

• Follow the protocol for accepting volunteers within your building and your agency. 
• Communicate with the volunteer prior to initial visit to establish expectations and clarify 

arrival protocol. 
• Upon arrival, give the volunteer a short tour of the facility and give them time to observe the 

space in which they will be volunteering. 
• Conduct a brief orientation to discuss polity, procedure, expectation, protocol, etc. as it 

pertain to the work the volunteer will be providing. 
• Establish a day/time for a regular check in with the volunteer to gauge success and interest 

and to gather feedback. 

• Obtain an understanding of the partner’s work and how that work intersects with yours. 
• Meet with the partner representative to discuss collaboration and commitment 
• Welcome the partner to your center or site by providing a tour and a brief meeting to hear 

about the service you provide, particularly as it relates to the intersection of work. 
• Gain an understanding of your commitment (if any) with this partner and establish a plan for 

participation (attending meetings, etc.) 
• Establish a plan for your submission of information, as applicable, to this partner. 

 

Submitted by Traci Bryant, Martha O’Bryan Center 

Building Relationships with Service Providers 

Building Relationships with Volunteers 

Building Relationships with Community Partners 
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Section 2:  Building Relationships 
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Section 3 

Best Practices 

o Curriculum Supports 
o Classroom Procedures 
o Classroom Environment 
o Sample Classroom Schedule 
o Pre-K Intervention Model 
o Transition to and from Pre-K 
o Tennessee Early Learning 

Developmental Standards 
o Pre-K Compliance Mandates 

With a plethora of information available at your fingertips, how do you 
decide what is worth heeding and what is not? We have pulled together a 
few research-based resources to help you plan your day, manage 
transitions, and develop curriculum.  Additionally, compliance mandates 
for both Department of Education and Department of Human Services 
monitored classrooms have been included.   
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Pre-K teachers in Davidson County using curricula in the classroom have access to online teacher 
websites and portals where they may find useful information on implementing curriculum lessons, 
activity ideas, family involvement, brain research, social emotional development, special needs, 
developmentally appropriate practice, and supplemental books and materials. Below are the varying 
curricula used within Nashville preschools, Metro schools, and the United Way Metropolitan 
Nashville’s Read to Succeed Program. 
 

 

Teachers implementing the Frog Street Pre-K curriculum may log-in to the teacher portal at the link 
below: 

http://portal.frogstreet.com/ 

 (DLM) 

 

Teachers implementing the DLM curriculum may log-in to the teacher portal at the link below: 
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do 

 

Teachers in MNPS Pre-K classrooms using Teaching Strategies curriculum may access the teacher 
portal at the link below: 

www.teachingstrategies.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional information, activities, and resources for Kindergarten readiness may also be found on the 
MNPS and Alignment Nashville website called iTRAILS. This site provides guidance and ideas to 
teachers and families of children getting ready for Kindergarten. 

www.itrails.org 

 

 

 

Section 3:  Best Practices 
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Please refer to ECERS guidelines to calculate appropriate center and outdoor time. 
https://ers.fpg.unc.edu  

Section 3:  Best Practices 

Full-Day Sample Pre-K Schedule 
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Sample schedule taken from The Creative Curriculum for Preschool 
Volume 1 The Foundation (see pages 72-87) 

 
Teacher and Educational Assistants should be actively participating during each block of time 

8:00 - Arrival, Preparation, Choice Activities and Hand Washing – Greet each family as they arrive, be sure families 
sign their child in for the day, assist children in storing their belongings and allow children to choose a choice activity 
(e.g., drawing, completing a project, look at books, and listen to recorded stories). Talk with individual children and 
prepare for breakfast. 
8:15 – Breakfast – Sit with children as they eat breakfast and have conversations. Depending on your site breakfast may 
start before this time.  
8:30 – Group Meeting – Give a signal to gather group together. Start with a welcome song. Discuss attendance and job 
chart. Discuss the “question of the day”; record children’s ideas. Lead a song or finger play; conduct an activity or 
discussion related to a study topic. Discuss plans for the day; and introduce any new materials added to the interest area.  
8:50 – Choice Time (uninterrupted center time) – Transition children gradually to choice time activities (“if you are 
wearing shoes that tie, you may choose a center”). Observe and interact with individual children to extend play and 
learning. Be sure to develop a choice time management system. This will assist children to self-regulate during choice time 
and avoid unwanted negative behaviors. 
9:50 – Cleanup, and hand washing – As children clean up the center area, have them wash hands. As children clean up 
and wash hands allow those who finish first to read books or listen to a story.  
10:00 – Small Groups – Gather children for small group activities to introduce new concepts and reinforce skills children 
are developing. Detailed guidance for conducting small group activities is provided in The Creative Curriculum for 
Preschool, Volume 3: Literacy and Volume 4: Mathematics. Teaching Strategies Intentional Teaching Cards also offer 
ideas.  
10:20 – Read Aloud – Introduce a new story or reread a familiar one, asking questions and involving children in the 
reading 
10:35 – Hand washing and Preparation for Lunch 
10:45 – Lunch - Encourage conversations about the day’s events, the meal and other topics that interest them. Guide 
children in cleaning up after lunch.  
11:15 – Restroom, Hand washing and prepare for recess -(Excellent time to use Mighty Minutes) Be sure to go over 
playground safety rules before going outside. 
11:30 – Outdoor Recess (depending on the weather) – Supervise children who are using the playground toys and 
equipment. Observe and interact with children while at recess.  
12:10 – Hand washing, Water and Prepare for Rest (putting cots down) and Quiet Activities (along with putting cots 
away) – As children wash hands, begin setting cots down. You may want to ensure the children requiring the most rest, 
have their cots down first. Be prepared to have quiet activities for children who do not sleep.  
1:10 – Read Aloud – Introduce a new story or reread a familiar one, asking questions and involving children in the 
reading 
1:25 – Limited Choices and Small Group – Involve children in quiet activities – Work with a small group 
1:45 – Group Meeting and Prepare for Dismissal – Lead a movement activity; teach children a finger play. Review the 
children’s responses to the “question of the day”.  Invite children to talk about the day as they gather their belongings for 
home. 
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Section 3:  Best Practices 

 
Tips for Helping Students Transition Between Activities 
To lessen the amount of time spent transitioning while including learning opportunities during 

transition times 
All tips taken from the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) 

Additional materials can be found at www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/  
 

 

Why Is It Important to Address Transitions Between Activities? 

• Transitions take time 

• Children often spend a lot of time waiting (unwanted behaviors can occur during this time) 

• Transitions can be stressful and frustrating 

• Skills such as cleaning up may reduce transition times and may lead to more time for children 
to be engaged in activities 

• When children are taught what they “should be doing,” we are less likely to see problem 
behaviors 

• Many preschool teachers consider children’s ability to independently make transitions a key 
skill 

Strategies That Support Smooth Transitions Between Activities - Before the Transition 

• Plan your schedule to include a minimum number of transition times 

• Consider what the children and adults will do during these times 

• Provide verbal and nonverbal cues before transitions 

• Teach children the expectations for the routine 

• Minimize the number of transitions in which all children have to do the same thing at the 
same time 

 

Continued next page… 
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Section 3:  Best Practices 

 
Tips for Helping Students Transition Between Activities 
To lessen the amount of time spent transitioning while including learning opportunities during 

transition times 
All tips taken from the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) 

Additional materials can be found at www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/  
 

Continued… 

Strategies That Support Smooth Transitions Between Activities - During the Transition 

• Sing songs, play word or guessing games, recite rhymes, or do finger plays with children 

• Plan a gradual increase or decrease in the level of activity and a good balance of active and 
quiet play 

• Allow children adequate time to finish activities 

• Plan something for those children who finish an activity quickly so they are not waiting 
without something to do 

Creative Curriculum provides Mighty Minutes that are packed full of ideas to use during transitions 

Strategies That Support Smooth Transitions Between Activities - After the Transition 

• Provide positive attention or feedback to children following smooth transitions 

• Give very specific positive feedback after transitions 

Promote Independence During Transitions 

• Allow children to move individually from one area to another area when they complete an 
activity. 

• Teach children to help one another. 

• Help children self-monitor during transitions. 
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Section 3:  Best Practices 

Response to Instruction and Intervention (RTII) 

Response to Instruction and Intervention is a multi-tier approach to the early identification and support of students with learning and 

behavioral needs. The RTII process begins with high-quality instruction and universal screening of all children in the general education 

classroom. Struggling learners are provided with interventions at increasing levels of intensity to accelerate their rate of learning. These 

services may be provided by a variety of personnel, including general education teachers, special educators, and specialists. Progress is 

closely monitored to assess both the learning rate and level of performance of individual students.   Many programs do not use the 
RTII Pyramid.   Any research - based program used to drive instruction can replace this tool. 
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Tennessee Early Learning Developmental Standards (TN-ELDS) 
      TN-ELDS is the framework that should be implemented in every Pre-Kindergarten classroom in the State of Tennessee 

Guiding Principles for the Revised Tennessee Early Learning Developmental Standards 
 

• All children are capable of learning, achieving and making developmental progress. 
The Early Learning Standards are intended for all children regardless of economic, linguistic, and cultural differences 
and/or physical, learning, and emotional challenges. 
 

• Children develop at different rates and each child is unique in his/her own development, growth and 
acquisition of skills. 

Individualized, appropriate and reasonable supports and accommodation must be provided to close the achievement 
gap and promote school readiness for all children. 
 

• Early experiences have both cumulative and delayed effects on individual children’s development; 
optimal periods exist for certain types of development and learning. 
 

• Children are active and eager learners. 
A primary approach to learning is through purposeful, meaningful play. Intentional planning promotes rich learning 
experiences that invite participation, involve multiple contexts, and engage the senses which help children explore their 
environment. 
 

• Development advances when children have opportunities to practice newly acquired skills and when 
they experience a challenge just beyond the level of their present mastery (zone of proximal 
development). 
 

• Early learning and development are multi-dimensional. 
Children’s learning is integrated and occurs simultaneously across all developmental domains, which are interrelated 
and interactive with one another. 
 

• Children learn in the context of interactions and relationships with family members, caregivers, 
teachers, other children and adults in their immediate environment and greater community. 
 

• Executive Function (or self-regulation) is vital for children’s growth and development and strongly 
correlates with positive academic outcomes. 

High quality early childhood experiences enhance and expand optimal brain development. 
 

• The family is the most significant contributor to children’s lifelong learning and development. 
Engaging families in the early education of their children is essential to continuing children’s success in the elementary 
classroom and later learning. 
 

Access a copy of the TN-ELDS  
http://www.tn.gov/education/standards/early_learning.shtml 

Access TN-ELDS materials, activities and resources  
http://www.readtennessee.org  

http://www.kidcentraltn.com  

Access TN-ELDS on-line training 

www.tnelds-training.com  

Section 3:  Best Practices 
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Compliance Mandates 
Compliance Mandates are a list of rules and regulations that are required for 

implementation in Pre-Kindergarten classrooms throughout the district. 

 
• These rules and regulations are implemented to ensure the safety and development 

of the whole child in the Early Childhood Classroom. 
• All classrooms are monitored by the Department of Education 

http://www.tn.gov/education/early_learning/index.shtml  or the Department of 
Human Services http://www.tn.gov/humanserv/Children.html to ensure 

classrooms meet compliance mandates.  

The following is a list of resources and tools used in Metropolitan Nashville Public 
Schools to Ensure Compliance Mandates are Implemented and met throughout the 
district. Each resource is provided at the beginning of each school year: 

• Scope of Services 
• Summary of Child Care Rules and Regulations 
• Standards for Child Care Centers and School-Age Child Care Programs 

http://www.tnstarquality.org/html/star-quality 
• Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) http://ers.fpg.unc.edu 

Compliance mandates are implemented to ensure a safe, healthy learning environment for 
all. As Pre-K staff, we cannot assume that school staffs, families, students and the 
community understand why a rule or regulation is implemented. It is our responsibility to 
learn and understand the rules and regulations so that we can educate all stakeholders. 
Safe, healthy learning environments are created and monitored. They don’t just happen 
by accident. 

 

                          

Section 3:  Best Practices 
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Section 4 

Community Resources 

o Community Resource Matrix 
o Community Resource List 
o iTRAILS 
o Pre-K Departmental Staff 
o Pre-K Family Advocates 

Looking for organizations that can enhance your classroom curriculum, 
offer workshops for parents or provide educational opportunities for you 
and your colleagues?  This section provides a brief but diverse listing of 
local organizations that address kindergarten readiness and can provide 
resources for you, your students and families.  Additionally, we provide 
information about iTRAILS.org, the Alignment Nashville Pre-K A-
Team’s kindergarten readiness website.  
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Section 4: Community Resources 

We have mapped our community resources listings by multiple categories for your easy reference. 

Four areas of kindergarten readiness: 

• Physical Development 
• Intellectual Development  
• Social & Emotional Development 
• Self Care 

Six types of resources:   

• Parent resources 
• Educational opportunities 
• Professional development 
• Classroom resources 
• Community services 
• Experiential learning opportunities 
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Section 4: Community Resources 

Tennessee Electronic Library 

Kathy Bennett 

CONTACT:   615-532-4627     WEBSITE: www.tntel.tnsos.org 

The	  Tennessee	  Electronic	  Library	  (TEL)	  is	  a	  virtual	  library	  that	  you	  can	  access	  from	  your	  home	  pc,	  your	  school	  library	  computer	  
lab,	  or	  your	  iPhone	  –	  anywhere	  with	  an	  internet	  connection.	  TEL	  provides	  access	  to	  over	  400,000	  electronic	  resources,	  including	  
magazines,	  scholarly	  journals,	  podcasts,	  videos,	  e-‐books,	  test	  preparation	  materials,	  federal	  census	  records,	  Tennessee	  primary	  
source	  materials,	  and	  resources	  specifically	  designed	  for	  early	  learners.	  	  TEL	  serves	  pre-‐K	  teachers	  (Praxis	  practice	  tests,	  full-‐text	  
professional	  journals,	  researched-‐based	  practices),	  parents	  (magazine,	  journal	  and	  newspaper	  articles	  on	  parenting	  and	  early	  
childhood	  development)	  and	  young	  learners	  (World	  Book	  for	  early	  learners	  and	  Kids	  Info	  bits	  by	  Gale).	  	  TEL	  provides	  training	  for	  
teachers	  and	  parents. 

EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

National Hook Up of Black Women 

Sharonese Henderson 

CONTACT:  615-934-9507     WEBSITE: www.nhbwnashville.com  

The	  NHBW	  Reading	  for	  Life	  Literacy	  Initiative	  is	  a	  grassroots	  movement	  established	  to	  help	  raise	  reading	  levels	  for	  students	  
across	  the	  country.	  Our	  mission	  is	  to	  provide	  the	  tools	  and	  resources	  needed	  to	  encourage	  family	  literacy.	  We	  plan	  to	  increase	  
childhood	  literacy	  by	  providing	  books	  and	  materials	  to	  support	  a	  child’s	  successful	  transition	  into	  the	  educational	  school	  system	  
through	  outreach	  and	  awareness	  to	  parents	  about	  the	  importance	  of	  reading	  readiness.	  
	  
Our	  goal	  is	  to	  increase	  the	  percentage	  of	  students	  reading	  by	  the	  time	  they	  enter	  kindergarten	  by	  providing	  access	  to	  free	  books	  
from	  established	  literacy	  based	  resource	  centers	  in	  day	  cares,	  nursery	  and	  elementary	  schools,	  and	  for	  after	  school	  programs.	  

EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

The Pre-K Alignment Team, through the Alignment Nashville Invitation to 
Participate process, has enlisted a group of local Kindergarten Readiness 
Partners who have joined with us to support Pre-K educators across 
Davidson County.  Please use the following listing to gather resources for 
yourself, your classroom and your families. 
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Tennessee Voices for Children 

Melissa Binkley 

CONTACT:  615-269-7751     WEBSITE: www.tnvoices.org 

The	  Early	  Childhood	  Programs	  at	  Tennessee	  Voices	  for	  Children	  represented	  the	  staffed	  portion	  of	  the	  CSEFEL	  Pyramid	  Model	  
for	  the	  State	  of	  Tennessee.	  The	  Early	  Childhood	  Programs	  of	  Tennessee	  Voices	  for	  Children	  can	  provide:	  Teacher	  Professional	  
Development	  (fee-‐for-‐service)	  on	  supporting	  social	  emotional	  development	  and	  addressing	  challenging	  behavior,	  access	  to	  
classroom	  materials	  such	  as	  scripted	  stories,	  emotional	  literacy	  tools,	  visuals,	  etc.	  (free),	  classroom	  observation	  and	  consultation	  
regarding	  behavior	  management	  (fee-‐for-‐service),	  and	  parent	  trainings	  (fee-‐for-‐service)	  on	  preventing	  challenging	  behavior	  and	  
supporting	  positive	  behavior	  in	  young	  children.	  

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Prevent Child Abuse Tennessee 

Katherine Snyder 

CONTACT:  615-383-0994     WEBSITE: www.pcat.org 

Parenting	  classes	  for	  parents	  with	  children	  0-‐8.	  	  We	  can	  focus	  the	  curriculum	  on	  individual	  needs	  specific	  to	  child	  
development.	  

Creative Genius in You 

Dee Kimbrell 

CONTACT: 615-497-4066   WEBSITE: www.creativegeniusinyou.com 

Dee	  Kimbrell	  is	  the	  founder	  of	  Creative	  Genius	  in	  You,	  a	  company	  that	  supports	  innovative,	  interactive	  and	  developmentally	  
appropriate	  methods	  of	  teaching	  using	  the	  latest	  information	  in	  brain	  research.	  	  Dee	  Kimbrell	  is	  an	  Educational	  Play	  Specialist,	  
a	  Teaching	  Artist	  (storyteller	  and	  visual	  artist),	  and	  a	  Master	  Processology	  Practitioner.	  	  She	  offers	  professional	  development	  
for	  Pre	  K	  –	  3rd	  grade	  teachers	  that	  empowers	  each	  teacher’s	  unique	  innovation	  and	  creativity	  to	  come	  forth	  using	  play	  and	  
hands	  on	  activities.	  	  For	  more	  details,	  see	  www.creativegeniusinyou.com.	  

Dee	  also	  offers	  an	  interactive	  Family	  Engagement	  Workshop;	  “Home	  Remedies	  to	  Keep	  Your	  Child	  Pre-‐K	  Strong”.	  	  Parents	  
learn	  playful	  and	  cost	  effective	  ways	  to	  easily	  support	  their	  preschooler’s	  learning.	  	  	  
Time:	  	  1	  hour	  /	  interactive	  	  
Maximum	  participants:	  25	  
Cost:	  	  Free	  to	  the	  first	  2	  reservations/	  fees	  for	  subsequent	  requests	  will	  be	  negotiated	  
	  

COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Section 4: Community Resources 
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University of Tennessee Agriculture Extension Service  

Jackie King 

CONTACT: 931-648-5772    WEBSITE: www.extension.tennessee.edu 

UT/TSU	  Extension	  Expanded	  Food	  &	  Nutrition	  Education	  Program	  (EFNEP)	  can	  provide	  a	  free	  6	  lesson	  series	  called	  “Eat	  SMART	  
Put	  More	  in	  Your	  Cart”.	  	  These	  fun	  workshops	  (classes)	  are	  a	  hands-‐on	  nutrition	  education	  series	  of	  meetings.	  	  The	  workshops	  are	  
taught	  in	  small	  groups	  or	  to	  individuals.	  	  	  The	  target	  audience	  are	  limited-‐resource	  parents	  with	  young	  children.	  	  There	  are	  four	  
Community	  Nutrition	  Educators	  in	  Davidson	  County	  who	  teach	  parents	  how	  to	  cook	  and	  eat	  healthy	  foods	  on	  a	  budget.	  	  All	  
nutrition	  activities	  and	  recipes	  are	  designed	  to	  be	  accessible	  and	  affordable	  for	  families.	  	  	  When	  the	  series	  of	  classes	  are	  
completed	  each	  participant	  receives	  a	  Certificate	  from	  the	  University	  of	  TN	  or	  Tennessee	  State	  University.	  	  Eat	  SMART	  Put	  More	  
in	  Your	  Cart	  would	  also	  be	  an	  opportunity	  as	  a	  professional	  development	  resource	  for	  early	  childhood	  educators. 

EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Section 4: Community Resources 

GoNoodle 

Jamie Irwin 

CONTACT:  615-975-4991     WEBSITE: www.gonoodle.com 

GoNoodle	  is	  an	  online	  suite	  of	  brain	  breaks	  geared	  for	  elementary	  school	  children	  and	  teachers	  to	  use	  in	  the	  classroom	  to	  
promote	  physical	  activity	  and	  core-‐aligned	  learning	  through	  various	  activities.	  Through	  a	  sponsorship	  from	  BCBS	  of	  TN,	  all	  public	  
school	  teachers	  in	  a	  school	  that	  houses	  grades	  K-‐5	  now	  has	  access	  for	  free.	  I	  can	  provide	  training	  to	  faculty	  and	  staff,	  more	  
information	  about	  using	  GoNoodle	  in	  the	  classroom,	  etc.	  

CLASSROOM 
RESOURCES 

Bringing Books to Life, Nashville Public Library 

Elizabeth Atack 

CONTACT:  615-862-5773   WEBSITE: www.nashvillepubliclibrary.org/bringingbookstolife 

 

Bringing	  Books	  to	  Life!	  is	  Nashville	  Public	  Library's	  literacy	  outreach	  program	  serving	  Davidson	  County	  preschools,	  pre-‐k	  
programs,	  and	  child	  care	  centers.	  	  BBTL	  partners	  with	  programs	  to	  provide	  trainings	  &	  curriculum	  materials	  for	  teachers,	  
Puppet	  Truck	  visits	  and	  in-‐class	  story	  times	  for	  children,	  and	  literacy	  workshops	  for	  parents	  &	  families.	  	  All	  programming	  is	  
designed	  to	  making	  reading	  and	  the	  library	  relevant	  to	  children's	  everyday	  lives.	  

EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 
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Neighborhood Health 

Jerica Washington 

CONTACT:  615-227-3000     WEBSITE: www.neighborhoodhealthtn.org/locations 

	  Healthcare	  for	  all	  ages,	  immunizations,	  family	  planning,	  lab	  tests,	  dental	  care,	  counseling	  and	  confidential	  teen	  services	  in	  12	  
locations.	  Assistance	  with	  insurance	  obtainment.	  Immunizations	  available	  at	  our	  East	  side,	  Napier	  Place,	  or	  Cleveland	  Park	  
locations.	  

COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

Children’s Kindness Network 

CONTACT: 214-563-6230     WEBSITE: www.ckn-usa.org 

Moozie the Cow is a lovable, compassionate children's icon devoted to helping Pre-K and kindergarten children 
discover the universal benefits of kind behavior and kind acts. With her motto "Always Be Kind," Moozie helps 
children learn methods for exhibiting kindness to others, to animals, the earth and to themselves. She is a powerful 
image and central character who teaches, represents, and recognizes kind acts and deeds. 
 
Children aged 3-8 connect with Moozie and her activities and music. Associating kindness with the lovable character 
Moozie helps them remember and internalize the principles that are learned.  Help us as we work together in building a 
culture of kindness. 
 

CLASSROOM 
RESOURCES 

Nashville Public Television 

Jo Ann Scalf 

CONTACT: 615-259-9325     WEBSITE: www.wnpt.org   

         

NPT inspires, educates, and engages our community through excellence in public media and through meaningful 
collaborations.   

You can find the children’s programming schedule at www.wnpt.org.   

Teacher professional development and resources for all grades including early learning can be accessed at 
www.tn.pbslearningmedia.org. 

www.pbskids.org/lab contains all the PBS kids information and resources for teachers and parents. 

www.pbs.org/parents contains resources for parents. 

EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 
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United Way of Metropolitan Nashville 

CONTACT: 615-255-8501   WEBSITE: www.unitedwaynashville.org 

 

 

United	  Way	  of	  Metropolitan	  Nashville	  will	  support	  Curriculum	  and	  Social/Emotional	  
Development.	  Resources	  will	  be	  provided	  in	  the	  form	  of	  online	  support,	  teacher	  professional	  
development	  training,	  observations	  and	  hands-‐on	  support	  in	  the	  classroom.	  This	  will	  ensure	  each	  
Pre-‐K	  site	  has	  a	  strong	  learning	  and	  social	  emotional	  environment.	  

	  

	  

The	  United	  Way	  of	  Metropolitan	  Nashville	  will	  provide	  a	  self-‐assessment	  to	  teachers	  for	  each	  Pre-‐
K	  classroom.	  This	  will	  be	  in	  the	  form	  of	  a	  checklist	  and	  will	  assist	  with	  classroom	  monitoring,	  
curriculum	  implementation,	  individualizing	  instruction,	  and	  providing	  a	  learning	  environment	  that	  
meets	  the	  social/emotional	  needs	  of	  all	  Pre-‐K	  children. 

 

United	  Way	  will	  provide	  trainings	  and	  workshops	  on	  a	  variety	  of	  early	  childhood	  educational	  
topics	  such	  as	  brain	  research,	  curriculum	  implementation,	  literacy,	  STEM/STEAM,	  and	  other	  early	  
learning	  trends.	  A	  Professional	  Lending	  Library	  of	  resources	  for	  educators	  will	  also	  be	  offered	  at	  
United	  Way	  of	  Metropolitan	  Nashville's	  location	  with	  an	  online	  catalogue	  of	  available	  books	  and	  
materials	  to	  borrow.	  

EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

CLASSROOM 
RESOURCES 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Nashville Public Library 

 

CONTACT:  615-862-5800   WEBSITE: www.library.nashville.org 

 

Nashville	  Public	  Library	  (NPL)	  provides	  many	  opportunities	  and	  resources	  for	  early	  childhood	  
educators.	  MNPS	  teachers	  receive	  educator	  cards	  through	  Limitless	  Libraries,	  however,	  any	  
educator	  at	  a	  Davidson	  County	  school	  or	  child	  care	  center	  is	  eligible	  for	  an	  Educator	  Card.	  Call	  or	  
visit	  NPL	  for	  details.	  In	  addition	  to	  free	  access	  to	  books,	  e-‐books,	  audiobooks,	  and	  computer	  
databases,	  educators	  may	  book	  field	  trips	  to	  any	  of	  NPL’s	  21	  locations	  across	  Davidson	  County.	  For	  
specific	  program	  offerings,	  please	  call	  615-‐862-‐5800.	  

EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

CLASSROOM 
RESOURCES 
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iTRAILS is a resource for families and educators to assist in 
preparing children for success in Kindergarten. iTRAILS’ lessons 
and strategies incorporate Tennessee Early Learning 
Developmental Standards. iTRAILS does not take the place of 
enrolling in a high quality Pre-Kindergarten program where the 
development of the whole child can occur using a comprehensive, 
research-based curriculum. 
 
Our vision is that iTRAILS.org will be of assistance to community 
centers, stay-at-home parents, home school programs, childcare 
providers and home bound students, while also providing valuable 
supplemental information to those enrolled in a Pre-K program. 
 
 
 
The Alignment Nashville Pre-Kindergarten Alignment Team 

 
iTRAILS.org is a product of the Alignment Nashville Pre-
Kindergarten Team.  The Pre –K Team brings together Metro 
Nashville Public Schools, Head Start-Metro Action Commission, 
and multiple Metro Nashville agencies and non-profit 
organizations serving young children to ensure that all of 
Nashville’s children will be ready for Kindergarten. The 
committee uses Pre-K standards to ensure consistent content and 
quality of programs for every child, and they work to equip 
parents and early childhood educators to prepare their children for 
success in kindergarten and beyond. The Pre-K Alignment Team 
also functions as the Advisory Council for the State of Tennessee’s 
Pre-Kindergarten program as required of local systems by the state 
legislature. 

Section 4: Community Resources 
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Section 4: Community Resources 

Department of Pre-Kindergarten – Metro Nashville Public Schools 2015-2016 
Cohn Learning Center 

4805 Park Avenue Nashville, Tennessee 37209 
615-298-6766 

 

School and Community Based Sites: 
Phyllis Phillips, Director of Pre-K Programs 
Phyllis.phillips@mnps.org 
Lori Flemming, Pre-K Coordinator 
Lori.flemming@mnps.org 
Flo Kidd, Pre-K Coordinator for Community Sites  
Florence.kidd@mnps.org 
 
Early Learning Centers   
Dana Eckman, Director of Early Learning Centers 
dana.eckman@mnps.org  
 
4 Early Learning Center Principals: 
Bordeaux – Diana Lyon – diana.lyon@mnps.org    
Ross – Laura Bilbrey – laura.bilbrey@mnps.org  
Casa Azafran – Dalila Duarte – Dalila.duarte@mnps.org  
Antioch – To Be Determined 
 
Family Involvement 
Edie High, Pre-K Coordinator Family & Community Engagement 
Edith.high@mnps.org  
 
Mariechelle Bonifacio – Pre-K Community Outreach Specialist 
Mariechelle.bonifacio@mnps.org 
	   
Professional Development  
Robin Cayce, Director of Professional Development Pre-K – 4th Grade 
Robin.cayce@mnps.org  
 

Data Analysist and GOLD Student Management Contact 
Arthur Cunningham, Pre-K Data Analyst  
Arthur.cunningham@mnps.org  
 
Pre-Kindergarten Expansion Grant 
Tracy Harper, Pre-K Expansion Grant Manager 
Tracy.harper@mnps.org  
 
Pre-Kindergarten Department  
Patricia Finney, Pre-Kindergarten Department Secretary 
Patricia.finney@mnps.org  
 

Visit the website at  

http://www.mnps.org/pages/mnps/Academics/
Early_Learning 

or call (615) 259-INFO 
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Section 5 

Learning Community 

o Recommended Reading  
o Grant Resources 
o Teacher Resources 
o Web Resources 
o MNPS Contacts / Team Members 

Just as there is always room for improvement, there is always more to 
learn! In this section, we’ve included resources to spark your 
imagination and take your teaching to the next level.  Sometimes, it 
takes some extra help to get to that next level.  Here, you’ll find 
resources to help you find grants or outside funding for your classroom 
projects. While MNPS has a designated person for writing grants, there 
are grants available to those who do not work in a MNPS school.  A 
list has been provided, but you can do your own research on the web or 
using the Foundation Center’s databases at Nashville Public Library.  
Never stop learning! 
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SUGGESTED READING  

Here are a few books recommended by the Library’s Bringing Books to Life! Team.  
For titles available at the Library, we’ve included the call number. NPL has many 
books on early childhood education—too many to list here!—so if you’re looking for 
something specific you can search the Library’s catalog online at 
www.library.nashville.org. Can’t find what you need?  You can request items that 
NPL does not own through Inter-Library Loan.  Please visit the website for more 
details: https://nashville.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/ 

 

Visual Literacy 

• Show Me a Story!  Why Picture Books Matter  by Leonard S. Marcus j741.642 S55993m 

• The Power of Pictures, Creating Pathways to Literacy Through Art  by Beth Olshansky 

• Picture This, How Pictures Work  by Molly Bang 741.642 B2161p 

• Reading the Art in Caldecott Award Books, A Guide to the Illustrations  by Heidi K. Hammond and 
Gail D. Nordstrom 

• Artist to Artist, 23 Major Illustrators Talk to Children about Their Art  published by the Eric Carle 
Museum of Picture Book Art j741.6 A7917 

 

 

Literacy 

• The Read Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease 372.452 T788r 2013 

• Proust and the Squid: The Story and Science of the Reading Brain  by Maryanne Wolf 
 612.82 W854p 

• Young Children and Picture Books by Mary Renck Jalongo 

• Igniting a passion for Reading  by Steven L. Layne 

• The Book Whisperer, Awakening the Inner Reader in Every Child by Donalyn Miller 
 372.6 M64 
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Approaches to Learning 

• You Can’t Say You Can’t Play by Vivian Gussin Paley 372.11023 P158y 

• Kwanzaa and Me: A Teacher’s Story by Vivian Gussin Paley 372.21 P15k 

• Learning Together with Young Children: A Curriculum Framework for Reflective Teachers  by Debbie 
Curtis and Margie Carter 

• Reflecting Children’s Lives: A Handbook for Planning Child-Centered Curriculum by Debbie Curtis
 375.001 C978r 

• The Intentional Teacher, Choosing the Best Strategies for Young Children’s Learning  by Ann S. Epstein 

• Powerful Interactions, How to Connect with Children to Extend Their Learning  by Amy Laura 
Dombro, Judy Jablon and Charlotte Stetson 

• Play : How it Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination, and Invigorates the Soul  by Stuart Brown 

• The Young Child and Mathematics by Juanita V. Copley 

• Young Investigators, The Project Approach in the Early Years  by Judy Harris Helm and Lilian Katz 

• Preschool Pathways to Science  by Rocel Gelman, Kimberly Brenneman, Gay MacDonald and 
Moises Roman 

• Worms, Shadows and Whirlpools, Science in the Early Childhood Classroom  by Karen Worth & 
Sharon Grollman 372.35 W932w Professional Collection 

• The Hundred Languages of Children  by Carolyn Edwards, Lella Gandini and George Forman 

 

 

Curriculum and Project Ideas 

• The Complete Learning Center Book by Rebecca Isbell j372.21 I76c 

• Teaching STEM in the Early Years  by Sally Moomaw, EdD 

• Tinkerlab, A Hands-on Guide for Little Inventors  by Rachelle Doorley 600 D6918t 

• 150+ Screen-Free Activities for Kids  by Asia Citro, M.Ed. available on OverDrive as an e-book 

• Storybook Art by Mary Ann F. Kohl j372.5044 K792s  

• Preschool Art by Mary Ann F. Kohl 372.52 K792p 

• The Big Messy (but easy to clean up) Art Book  by MaryAnn F. Kohl j372.52044 K792b 

• The Language of Art, Inquiry-Based Studio Practices in Early Childhood Settings   by Ann Pelo 

• Anything by Pam Schiller (Nashville Public Library has 17 titles by Schiller in its collection in a 
variety of formats).   

Section 5: Learning Community 
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Grant Resources 

 

Technology is now at our fingertips.  Most grants have online applications. This makes applying for 
grants easier than ever before.   If you are an MNPS employee, MNPS has a Grant Facilitator within the 
Federal Programs Department who can assist you in this process.   

Here are a few grant web sites that may be of interest to you: 

 

http://tnartseducation.org/grants/sts-grant/ (TN Arts Commission Student Ticket subsidy grants) 

 

 http://spectrumfurniture.com/support/fundingGrants.cfm 

 

http://www.novadesk.com/blog/bid/35863/Grant-Funding-Available-for-School-Furniture 

 

http://www.aaeteachers.org/index.php/blog/1222-innovative-classroom-furniture-for-a-new-age 

 

http://www.ehow.com/facts_5769659_grants-school-furniture.html 

 

http://www.grantwrangler.com/STEMresources.html 

 

http://www.edutopia.org/grants-and-resources 

 

http://languagemagazine.com/?page_id=4249 

 

http://webgui.phila.k12.pa.us/offices/g/grants/ogdc-newsletter  

 

http://www.grantsalert.com/  
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Foundation Center Access at Main Library 

 

Nashville Public Library is a cooperating collection of the Foundation Center.  As such, NPL provides 
resources for nonprofit organizations, small business owners, and entrepreneurs seeking partners and 
donors to fund their projects.  

You may use NPL’s resources to research funding opportunities from grant making foundations and 
corporations. The collection is free to use. No appointment is necessary to use the collection during 
open hours.  The collection housed at the Main Library includes:  

• Grant maker directories 
• Fundraising and nonprofit management books 
• Free access to Foundation Center databases, including: 

• Foundation Directory Online Professional 
A directory of private philanthropic and grant making foundations. 

• Foundation Grants to Individuals Online  
Includes almost one million grant opportunities from about 90,000 grant makers.  

• Philanthropy In/Sight  
Foundation Center’s data visualization platform for global philanthropy.   

For access, ask at the Public Technology Desk, third floor, Main Library, 615 Church Street. 

Section 5: Learning Community 
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Professional Lending Library 

Thank you for interest in the United Way Metropolitan Nashville’s Professional 
Lending Library for teachers, instructional coaches, and administrators. Here you may 
browse the many resources or search online as a member. To become a member, please 
email rtsmaddoxlibrary@outlook.com to request access. The materials in the United 
Way Lending Library may be checked-out and returned within a 2 week time frame. 
Simply sign-out any materials in the folder located in the UWMN Lending Library at 
250 Venture Circle, Nashville, 37228 or via the online system. 

Here, you will find: 

v Books for literacy, science, math, art, play, administration, and more to enhance 
your career 
 

v Conscious Discipline, brain development, and other social-emotional books and 
CDs 

 
v Family involvement resources 

 
v Die-cut machine, iPads, and computers for use 

 
v S.T.E.A.M. activity kits 

Section 5: Learning Community 
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Web resources for educators 

www.naeyc.org 

The National Association for the Education of Young Children’s website has lots of resources 
online for its members, but non-members can read their very informative blog on early childhood 
education.  They cover everything from curriculum, to public policy, to working with families and 
community partners. 

www.naaeyc.org 

Nashville Area Association for the Education of Young Children. 

www.readingrockets.org 

Lots of information for teachers on early literacy, plus interviews with artists and information for 
parents.   

www.readaloud.org 

Read Aloud 15 Minutes is a nonprofit organization dedicated to making sure children are read to 15 
minutes per day. Here, you’ll find lots of parent-friendly handouts and downloads. 

www.scholastic.com 

Lots of free downloads, lesson plan ideas and information for Pre-K through 12th grade.  

www.colorincolorado.org 

This comprehensive website is geared towards teachers and families of English Language Learners. 
Fully bilingual in English and Spanish! 

www.library.nashville.org/kids/kid_home.asp 

This is the children’s portal for the Nashville Public Library.  Here, you’ll find suggested reading 
lists (by age/grade and theme!), along with safe websites for children to visit.  Using your library 
card, you can access Tumblebooks and Book Flix, two fun ways to experience picture books online 
with related games and puzzles.  

www.uniteforliteracy.com 

This website has online non-fiction books geared towards pre-K – 1st grade.  You can choose to read 
the book on the screen or select from a variety of languages in which to have the book read to you. 
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http://gws.ala.org/top-rated 

Great Websites for Kids, a website sponsored by the Association for Library Service to Children 
(part of the American Library Association), is simply that: a LONG list of great websites for 
children, teachers, parents and caregivers.  Arranged by theme/curriculum area. 

www.ReadTennessee.org 

Read Tennessee, a joint project designed to allow teachers, families and community members to 
work together for the benefit of young children throughout the state of Tennessee. 
 
https://www.kidcentraltn.com 

Provides statewide information to families in the areas of health, education, development and 
support. 

www.teachingchannel.org 

Teaching Channel is an online learning community for teachers showcasing videos of inspired and 
effective teaching practices. 

www.crayola.com/eduators 

Crayola site: S.T.E.A.M. lesson plans 

www.prekinders.com 

A free professional learning network: free online professional development webinars that cover a 
wide variety of early learning topics. 

www.edweb.net 

Teachers Pay Teachers:  an open marketplace where educators buy, sell and share original teaching 
resources. 

www.itrails.org 

iTRAILS is a resource for families and educators to assist in preparing children for success in 
Kindergarten.  iTRAILS’ lessons and strategies incorporate Tennessee Early Learning Development 
Standards.  iTRAILS does not take the place of enrolling in a high quality Pre-Kindergarten 
program where the development of the whole child can occur using a comprehensive, research-based 
curriculum. 
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PRE-K ALIGNMENT TEAM DIRECTORY 

§ Phyllis Phillips, CHAIR   Director of Pre-K Programs 
§ Flo Kidd, CO-CHAIR   Pre-K Coordinator Community Sites 
§ Elizabeth Atack, VICE CHAIR Nashville Public Library 
§ Cathey Pilkinton    Children’s Kindness Network 
§ Colleen Thomas    Exceptional Education Specialist 
§ Dana Eckman    Director of Early Learning Centers 
§ Rachel Gentry    TN Voices for Children 
§ Debby Gould    League of Women Voters 
§ Dee Kimbrell    Creative Genius in You 
§ Edith High     Pre-K Family and Community Engagement 
§ Elandriel Lewis    United Way of Nashville 
§ Jo Ann Scalf    Nashville Public Television 
§ Joann Brannon    MNPS School Board 
§ Laura Bilbrey    Ross Early Learning Center  
§ Lindy Matthews    Family Involvement Specialist  
§ Mamie McKenzie    TN Voices for Children 
§ Lori Flemming    Pre-K Coordinator 
§ Mariechelle Bonifacio   Community Outreach Specialist 
§ Nelda Fulghum    McNeilly Center 
§ Norma Mason    Tennessee State University 
§ Pam Matthews     
§ Stacey Nieman    NAAEYC 
§ Traci Bryant    Family Involvement Specialist  
§ Tracy Harper    Pre-K Expansion Grant 
§ Vanessa Garcia    MNPS Leadership and Learning 

 

 



 

 

 

 


